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Pre-2018

Seed Libraries on
Long Island

Currently more than 55 active
Seed Libraries on Long Island
in Public Libraries.

Seed Libraries of Long Island
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Libraries help fill L| gardens and care for the environment — for free
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HOW DO SEED LIBRARIES HELP
THE ENVIRONMENT?

Pollinator packets are among the
most requested at West Babylon,
says Jessica Ghannetti-Rice, the adult
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programming coordinator at the
library, which also raises Monarchs
from the caterpillar stage and re-
leases them into the library garden
as butterflies,

“We need these pollinstors,”
Giannetti-Rice says. “Without them,
we wouldnt have flowers and we
wouldn't have vegetables. I don't
know haw we would sustain our-
selves & a socholy”

The seeds have given libraries a
chance to show they're more than
just books.

East Rockaway patrons have
learned abowt container gardens, a
seed library focus due to concerns
about soll contaminated during
Superstorm Sandy and bomes that
don't have large yards, says Heather
Massa, who is in charge of adult

programs there.
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opportunity for ather people who
aren't into books o come join and

say, ‘Hey, 1 grew these tomatoes' and
hey‘n able to belp us figure ot
what they might want to see next”
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Almost like gardening out
the libraries have grown tn sup
per suppart systems, including
giving advice by phone. Some part-
ner with gardening clubs, seed
companies, nursecies and the Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension. Patrons
can attend workshops on hmldlng
tabletop greenhouses, s,
mnkin healthy soil mm"g frow-
zza garden™ in East Hamp-

1 able to be
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Benefits of Seed Saving+Seed Libraries

There are many reasons to save seeds, here are just a few of the 40 reasons
listed at Seedsavers Exchange

Preserve and increase genetic diversity
Increase self-reliance

Adapt varieties to your local climate
Strengthen cultural history

Grow local food systems

Participate in an Ancient Tradition
Adapt + Increase variety resilience to:

d. climatic events

b. invasive pests
C. seedshortages
e Protect + Preserve Pollinators



http://blog.seedsavers.org/blog/40-reasons-to-save-seeds
http://www.seedsavers.org/

Why, What, When + How to Start a Seed Library

Why: Community Engagement + Outreach

What: Choose Open Pollinated Seeds
When: Anytime! (Winter/Spring is best)

How: Start small, but Start!

e Space + Storage Considerations
o Cool/Dry/Dark

e Record keeping
o Record of Seed Information

o What to keep and how long
|

o Member Information

Use restraint!



http://cdn2.bigcommerce.com/server2400/545cd/product_images/uploaded_images/seed-viability-chart-all.jpg

What are the first steps in starting a seed library?

Gauge interest

Research and read books on seed
saving

Reach out to other librarians! Google
Group

Partner with farmers, gardeners and
cooperative extension in your
community

Determine your budget

Write a program proposal (vision,
timeline, name, supplies, possible
partnerships and plan for promotion)
Set realistic goals



https://docs.google.com/document/d/15akkwElMEkMdY838e_O0kvh2NBHTb9_AC811rXf-oUo/edit?usp=sharing
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The TIMES of MIDDLE COUNTRY

Obtaining Seeds

e Purchasing in bulk
o Host a seed packaging party
o Community Service credit for teens
e Partnering with local farms, gardening clubs,
nonprofits (ReWild) or food banks (Island Harvest).
e Solicit Donations
o Seed Donations
m Seed Saver Exchange, Fedco, Sow True Seed,
Johnny's Select Seeds, Hudson Valley Seed Co
o Monetary Donation

m Landscaping Company % d SaveI'S
m Friend's Group % CHANGE.
m Grants
o Community Seed Donations (Caveats + O HUDSON VALLEY SEED CO

Considerations)




Choose

Seed Purchasing Considerations

Open Pollinated Varieties
Appealing Qualities
Heirloom/Rare

Regional varieties

Easy to save varieties

Bulk availability

Poona Kheera Cucumber

Pinwheel Marigold




Ordering Guidelines: Seed Saving Considerations
All seeds are easy to grow...

Super Easy (beginners) Easy (some experience) Difficult (experts)
e bean ® (om e Dbeet/swiss chard
® lettuce ® cucumber e c(abbage
e tomato e melon ® carrot
® pea e radish e cauliflower
e pepper (hot or ® spinach e escarole/frisee
sweet) e squash/pumpkin e kale
e marigolds (when growing 1 e onion
e sunflowers variety only) e radicchio/endive
e turnip/chinese cabbage



Season

Winter-Early
Spring

Late Spring- Mid
Summer

Late Summer -
Fall

Month(s)

Program Suggestions

Budget Level

January - March Film focusing on sustainability, pollinators, planet low-mid
January - March Organic Gardening 101 mid

January - March Seed starting: Early Season Plants (Peas, Potatoes + Greens) mid

January - March Seed Packaging Party/Seed Swap/Seed Library Sign up low

January -March Garden Design 101 low-mid
April Seed Starting: Warm Season plants (Tomatoes, Peppers, Eggplants) low-mid
May - June Flowers in the Garden (attracting & supporting Pollinators) low-mid
Ma- June Small Space, Vertical + Container Gardening low-mid
June Insect Identification low-mid
July- August Seed starting: Late season plants (Spring plants redux) low-mid
August - September Growing Garlic 101 low-mid
September - October Compost 101/Putting your Garden to Bed low-mid
September - October Native Plants 101 low-mid
September - October Seed starting: Planting for Pollinators low-mid
September - October |Seed Saving 101 + Seed Cleaning low-mid




Seed Packaging Party




il 2019

Apr

Grow your Own! Seed Starting Workshop -




-

Tomato Tasting, August 2018 Garlic Planting, November 2017




Herb Drying Techniques

Hobbs Farms, Farm to Table

Smoothies & Salads

Outdoor Programs




Gardening Related Crafts

Garden Herb Trio

Pressed Flowers on
Pendants and Keychains

lIron on Aprons




A Take & Grow Program
Grow Your Own: Pizza Garden

Grow your own fresh ingredients needed to make a delicious
homemade pizza.
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Friday, November 4, 2022 at 11am
watched an instructional pre-recorded video via
MCPL.TV (MCPL YouTube)

Kit Includes: You Need:
* Riesentraube Tomato Seeds * Water
 Miniature Red Bell Pepper Seeds o Tray or Dish (To put peat pellets
 Genovese Basil Seeds in)
* Chives * Grow Light (Optional) or very
* Peat Pellets (5) sunny warm spot indoors.
* Wooden Garden Stakes (5)
* Glass Jar

Take & Grow Programs

9,

Kit Includes:
* Brandywine Tomato Seeds
* Jalapeno Pepper Seeds
* Red Rudy Onion Seeds
* Cilantro
 Peat Pellets (10)
+ Wooden Garden Stakes (5)
* Glass Jar

sa's

Grow Your Own: Taco Garden

N A Take & Grow Program
v

Grow your own fresh ingredients needed to make a delicious

Taco Garden.

You Need:
* Water
« Tray or Dish (To put peat pellets
in)
 Grow Light (Optional) or very
sunny warm spot indoors.

Grow your Own: Taco Garden

Herb Garden Starter Kit

Nasturtium and Pumpkins

Fall is for Planting Bulbs! Bulb Starting
Program

All About Garlic: Planting, Harvesting +
Curing

Seed Starting Kit
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Promoting your Seed Library! £ . g

e Branding
o Name, Logo, Colors Scheme

e Visible Space on Public Floor

e Webpage

e Promotional Materials/Outreach e
o Brochure & Bookmarks

e Catalog/Newsletter (Spring!)

e Develop a #hashtag #mcplseedlibrary

#LISeedLibraries
o Use other hashtags to connect to other seed libraries
#seedlibrariesoflongisland #seedlibrary

e Email Newsletters with Timely Articles



https://www.mcplibrary.org/adults/seed-library/

Helpful Resources Live Pt

FUBUC UBRARIES of Sutok Caumy, NY
Public Litearbes of Suffolk County, NY | LibOusides / Seed Saving sad Seed Ubraries | Seed Saving-As Introduction

Live-brary https://suffolktopicguides.org/seed_saving Seed Saving and Seed Libraries: Seed seaen s G sewen
Saving-An Introduction

Seed saving iz an Important tradition that encourages sef-reflance, brings communities together, preserves valuabie heirioom varieties, and heips to

Seed Savers Exchange https://www.seedsavers.org/legrn = smemmemymmmmem—s

2eed Saving-An infroduction How fo 3ave 3eeds ng for

Organic Seed Alliance B
https://seedalliance.org/publications/seed-saving-guide-g W
ardeners-farmers/

Richmond Grows Flasiross on seed sy
. . abound.. here are a few to get
http://www.richmondgrowsseeds.org/seed-saving.html you stared
: x:m&: Like any new world, including the
Cornell Cooperative Extension presianipersinsioill Il kel o il
basics. ngo!
Sister Seed Libraries Crrete vt n gty | SCHerS-Definions oourtesy of ﬂ{ =
repeat performance of your Swvorte the Intemational Seed Saving =
Seedlibraries.weebly.com St s et | i nd Saackimvucs Exciumg. =R

Pollinator Pathways:

https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/

new seeds again.

« Seed Saving Glossary
« Why Save Seeds”

The Why, What, + How of 2aving 2eedc
Why Save Seeds?

There is much more to leam and more
can be found at the following sites:

Intemational Seed Saving Institute

Seedsavers Exchange

A |-a plant that J its full ife
yole—including germi



https://suffolktopicguides.org/seed_saving847
https://www.seedsavers.org/learn
https://seedalliance.org/publications/seed-saving-guide-gardeners-farmers/
http://www.richmondgrowsseeds.org/seed-saving.html
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension
http://seedlibraries.weebly.com/sister-libraries.html
https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/

Books on Seed Saving - Our Favorites!
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Robert E. Gough

agedsp
The complete guide "';;;ie;ardene,s;w/ J¢ Seedswap: The
’i 322“@# to saviZ(/g se;ds;9 322 (('3 ,‘°§$Z;’f"’"se:§:; L gardener’; guide to
— vegetables, herbs, saving an
flowers, fruits, trees, swapping seeds by
and shrubs by Josie Jeffery

Seed Libraries: And
Other Means of
Keeping Seeds in the
Hands of the People
by Cindy Connor

Seedtime: on the
history, husbandry,
politics, and
promise of seeds by
Scott Chaskey




Questions & Contact Us:
Comments

Amber Gagliardi,
gagliardiamber@mcplibrary.org

Regina Dlugokencky,
tashatu@gmail.com

Link to Presentation Slides

Long Island

Seed is not just the source of life.
It is the very foundation of our being."
~Vandana Shiva
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